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Lakeside vegetation next to La Cerveceria building, c.1930 
Introduction
Cultural identity in Landscape Architecture is related to a sense of place perceived in the collective memory of residents. This sense of place is influenced by the natural landscape, the historical use of the site and a symbolic vocabulary derived from people's history.
Collective remembering is related to cultural values and can take various institutionalized, popular and ritualized forms, 1 which are expressed in a spatial context. This thesis examines a design approach in landscape architecture in which cultural and historical values are reinterpreted in a contemporary urban environment. This research will focus on the old center square of Managua, the capital city of Nicaragua (plate 1 ), which has been repeatedly damaged by natural catastrophes.
The site of this thesis project is located at Managua's lakeside (plate 2), which was destroyed by hurricane Mitch in 1998. The lakeside has been an attraction to Managua's residents because of its beautiful vistas and fresh breezes. Residents continue to go to the lakeside to taste food and refreshments in several small and improvised restaurants during afternoons and weekends-a new lakeside area development is essential.
Nicaragua's population is 69% mestizo, the majority of them with a high degree of indigenous blood; 14% white; 5% aboriginal; 8% black, and 4% Zambo. words and their accent. It is also found in the name of places, the food and religious rituals.
For example, the most important holiday in Managua is Saint Dominic's procession, where the image of Saint Dominic is placed on a decorated canoe and carried during part of its journey in back of a truck down the hill through a dusty rural road, probably a former river basin, across the Valley of Managua. Crowds dance throughout the day accompanying Saint Dominic's image on its way, as it is then hand carried to Managua's old central area where the procession ends at a church. After a week of festivities, the image is returned to the hills in a similar procession. This procession is an example of the pre-Columbian cultural identity hidden in Nicaraguan traditions-the root of this practice can be traced back in time to an indigenous festivity, when crowds would bring down from the hills the idol of Xolotl (Aztec deity of corn crops, from which the name of Lake Xolotlan is derived) in a canoe, through an old river bed, which is now dry, until they reached the lake, where they threw flowers in a ceremonial path.
The purpose of this research is to explore how landscape design can incorporate symbolical elements that evoke cultural legacy. The project will reinterpret Managua's cultural 3 Picture taken from http://www.guideofnicaragua.com/Junio/SantoDomingo/SantoDomingo.html.
identity in a contemporary design that is environmentally sensitive, and will address local administrative plans for future development. 1980-2002 42.29 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Scholars can identify at least three main migrations from the Valley of Mexico to the Nicaraguan lakes basin. Nicaragua was a path of commercial and cultural interchange among different pre-Columbian people, from the north of the American continent and from the south as well. Due to the great abundance of prey and fresh water offered by the lakes basins, this area was also an object of dispute and wars among ancient inhabitants.
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The Olmecs invaded Cholula around the VIII century. 17 Cholula inhabitants or Chololtecas were Nahuatl 18 speaking peoples who were influenced by Teotihuacan and El Tajin cultures.
These people were enslaved by the Olmecs and were forced to pay high taxes to their conquerors. The Chololtecas decided to migrate to the south in order to escape from Olmec domination. They settled mainly in the Pacific coast of Central America. In Nicaragua, they occupied all the area between the lakes and the Pacific Ocean after pushing the Chibcha tribes to the Atlantic Coast. Another important tribe, the Chontales, which means "foreigners"
inhabited the east side of Lake Cocibolca (fig 5) .
By AD 1000, the city of Tula was one of the most influential urban centers in Central or Cholutecas, the invaders settled in the area between Lake Cocibolca and the Pacific Ocean and on the major islands of this lake, Ometepe and Zapatera. In the XV century, a four-year 
21

SUBTIABA-MARIBIOS
Nicaragua in the XVI century, relates that because of this drought many people of Aztec stock migrated to the south in canoes along the Pacific coast until they reached the area that is now Nicaragua. They settled in the area of today's modern city of Le6n. Benavente mentions in his testimony that these people's ancestors came from Chicom6ztoc (meaning "Seven Caves" in Nahuatl), the Aztec place of mythical origin. Some scholars believe that this ancient myth is related to the Toltec culture. square is the most important urban landmark close to the site, attracting tourists and residents to the area . An inventory of its main buildings and parks is displayed in plate 7.
CHAPTERV Design Concept
This thesis proposes a new design for Managua's lakeside inspired in the citizen's preColumbian heritage, which is hidden in their cultural identity expressions. The design will appeal to the collective memory of residents by providing amenities to allow for the enjoyment of the lake's views, such as the mythical serpentine profile of the Chiltepe peninsula. A lakeside urban area is provided with amenities for the recreational use of the site: areas of native vegetation patches will work as stepping-stones creating transitions to the lakeside native vegetation restoration area, which will combine to enhance the environmentally sensitive character of the landscape.
Lakeside Urban Area
Architect at Nejapa Lagoon in Managua. Drawing by Squier. 
PLATE 11 CIRCULAR DESIGN METHODOLOGY (COM)
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Tamarindo montero
Prosopis juliflora (Sw.) DC.
Achatocarpus nigricans Triana
Bactris minor Jacq.
Bactris balanoidea (Oerst.) Wendl.
Trichilia havanensis Jacq.
Sapindus saponaria L.
Albizzia guachapele (H. 8. K.) Little Bumelia pleistochasia J.ID. Smith
Guazuma ulmifolia Lam.
Ch/osophora tinctoria (L.) Don.
Muntingia calabura L.
Pithecellobium dulce (Roxb.) Benth.
Crataeva tapia L.
Annona glabra L. 
